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  Tamworth & District CMC
Newsletter
Club Key Dates

	Dates
	Club Nights & Events

	Sep-19

	Sun 1
	CMC's "Classic Japanese Sunday 2019  -  10.00—16.00hrs Derwent Buildings, High St, S45 9DP 

	Mon 9 & 23
	Club Night

	Sun 15
	Stratford Autojumble - Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse

	Sat 28 & Sun 29
	THE DIRT BIKE SHOW 2019 

	Oct-19

	Mon 14  & 28
	Club Night

	Sat 5
	RTTW (Ride to the Wall)

	Sat 19 & Sun 20
	Carole Nash International Classic Motorcycle Show—Stafford Show ground

	Nov-19

	Mon 11 & 25
	Club Night

	Fri 8 – Sun 10 
	THE CLASSIC MOTORBIKE SHOW 2019 COUNTDOWN

	Sat 16 – Sun 24
	Motorcycle Live NEC, Birmingham


The Club meets on the Second and Fourth Monday each month at: The Green Man Clifton Campville

PLEASE EMAIL ME TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY - 
Events to look out for:
THE DIRT BIKE SHOW 2019

Celebrating its first year in its brand new home, the International Dirt Bike Show promises to be a jam-packed weekend for all visitors with MX experiences, trade stalls from some of the biggest brands and the chance to meet motocross riders.  Since the announcement that the largest off-road bike show in Europe will be moving to the Stafford County Showground this September, traders and exhibitors have poured in, making the show even bigger for 2019!  Yamaha and Kawasaki will be both bringing their fantastic MX Experiences to the event, meaning there will be a huge range of off-road bikes to have a go on – whatever your age or experience level!  Plus…. Inspire Shows Ltd will be at the event with the EXTREME BIKE BATTLE!  There will also be coaching workshops running between shows so it’s certainly going to be two days of non-stop action at the Dirt Bike Show! 

RTTW - Ride To The Wall Oct 2019

Ride to the Wall sees thousands of motorcyclists, both young and old, from around the UK come together to remember the names engraved on the walls of the Armed Forces Memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum.  Experience and enjoy the spectacle as thousands of motorcyclists arrive at the Arboretum for Ride to the Wall 2019. Activities, including an annual Remembrance service, will be taking place during this special day.  

The 26th Carole Nash Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Show
Celebrating the growing popularity of emerging and modern classics from the 1970s, 80s and now covering the retro-cool bikes of the 90s, the Carole Nash Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Show has grown in popularity year after year and now regularly welcomes more than 30,000 enthusiasts through its doors.

Taking place at the superb Staffordshire County Showground the event features over 900 traders, dealers and autojumble stands offering a wealth of parts and spares for every project.  There’s a host of excellent club stands, exciting live action, the Bonhams autumn sale, classic competition machines and special guest stars from iconic eras of motorcycling.

For October 2019, our guests of honour are ten-time world sidecar champion, Steve Webster MBE and “Genius Engineer” and Classic Motorcycle Mechanics contributor, Allen Millyard.  Allen will be bringing a selection of his bike “creations” which will be on display to the public all weekend. Both stars will be interviewed by TT legend Steve Plater throughout Saturday and Sunday.

Members Feature
BSA A10 super Rocket 1959
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During 2015-2017 Brian and I had recently finished full restorations on a DOT Demon 250 scramble bike and a Honda CBK750 sold in Feb 2017 and we were considering our options for the future. We had already purchased a basket case Ariel Leader and this sat in our shed in a hundred pieces awaiting resurrection!

Christmas came and went when suddenly we saw a local advert for a BSA A10 super Rocket 1959 but with a 1962 engine! After contacting the seller, we went to view the bike which was totally dismantled and stored in his dining room? At least the parts weren’t rusted away and after establishing that it was all there we struck a deal!  Two years later we have finished it and the bike was first started on August 22nd 2019 we are very proud. 

We went through the usual process and every part of the bike had to be restored, we built the last two to a very high standard so there are no old fasteners or corners cut and we want people to go “Wow” when they see it.  We had many delays and not ever having rebuilt a BSA twin 650 we sought help from a local engine builder but after many months and countless phone calls etc we were no further along so decided to complete the work ourselves. One of the benefits to being in the Midlands is the vast amount of BSA knowledge to be found locally and before long I visited Andy at PP seats in Kitts green to have a seat made only to discover he is based next door to Martin Russell an ex-employee and test rider at BSA and renowned in the BSA community! Bingo, we had fantastic advice and help from Martin from then on. He jigged and straightened our frame which was then taken to Sutton Soda for blasting and powder coating.  From previous experience we had found a guy in Wolverhampton, Black Cat Wheels who has rims manufactured in the UK and then have them chromed, of course he built our wheels and polished or coated our hubs. We then tackled our chrome and metal re finishing as both mudguards had holes but again from previous experience we took our sorry looking bits to A. C .F. Howells in Walsall, quite expensive but their chrome work is fantastic and they are lovely people.  

We decided to strip the engine completely to the last nut and bolt and found it to be in exceptional condition and replaced all the bearings and new rings, seals etc. We decided as this was 2018 we should replace the points with electronic ignition and most of the kits available are extortionate and mainly offer rebuilt and modified magnetos?  We discovered a company in Sussex called Thorspark who supply an electronic kit that goes inside the magneto to replace the points and is wired into the machine with a twin coil kit.  We also wanted 12v electrics so fitted a kit from Dynamo Regulators in Farham, they supply a kit that replaces the dynamo wheel with a pulley and silicone belt kit, this increases the dynamo revolutions by 20% and with the regulator supplied in the kit enables the dynamo to comfortably handle 12V, we could now use proper headlamp and tail lamp bulbs, and overall the electrics side of the bike is more manageable. The original loom was useless but a loom was sourced from an internet site so we got with our rebuild. All the engine components were blasted and or polished by Andy at Sutton Soda so when they were returned we started our final build up. Where possible we substituted the old fasteners with stainless steel as this can only enhance the appearance, we are going to sell it after all! .

There are some fantastic companies out there selling great product but beware! Shop around as some companies are 80-100% more expensive on the same items? I believe this happens because some established companies have convinced guys of a certain age group that if it’s off an internet site its cheap rubbish! Do your research and check everything carefully before you buy.

We started to rebuild the bike and lots of BSA parts or pattern parts came from Dragonfly BSA, Fecked BSA & Classic Bike shop and usually the parts were available and of good quality. Now it was time to fit the engine to the frame and after installation we fitted a Bob Newby belt drive clutch system, very expensive in the overall build but should reduce the amount of oil that might drip and a really nice light lever and a better overall feel. Obviously, we fitted a new oil pump and of course all new gaskets etc. The Amal Monobloc was glass blasted and rebuilt by us and all jets etc replaced as required. Where required the loom was fitted or modified to accommodate the dynamo and electronic ignition into the system, we then used our great mate Tony who painted the oil tank, tool box, and headlamp to a fantastic standard. Tyres were fitted by our mate Chris at Tyre Link Tamworth a real specialist on bike tyres and great value.

The original tank was battered and after seeking advice we found that repairing the tank, chroming and paintwork would cost about £750! No way, we got one from India and guess what? It’s as good as any tanks we have seen on other bikes. All stages of the tank build was emailed to us so we saw it in component form, then welded and in primer and painted/ chromed etc, at all times the tank manufactured gave us a timetable so we even knew when it would arrive to the day, fantastic service!  EBay is not all bad and if you are a verified customer you won’t ever lose any money even dealing abroad.   In the last few weeks we have now advanced with the final finishing and because we are both old geezers we built a Grid/starter from a Honda GX engine so we can run up against the rear wheel to start the bike, this will allow us to get it started and run for a while to settle the engine and tune it, and check for oil leaks!  Hopefully after all that Brian can kick it over as I have a new knee.

We were both shocked at the cost of restoring this bike to our standard and I think the market might start to go like the classic car market way out of reach of us mere mortals! But we must carry on maintaining the heritage of the British bike industry





Old boys keep biking
Aidan Bernie  &  Brian Ford…………….Tamworth & District   CMC        1/9/2019

[image: image2.png]


 [image: image3.png]



Our thanks to …..

Burlin Fuel…                
Winchester


Amal Parts

Thor Spark.

Sussex                                       
Electronic Ignition

Dyno Regulators            
Hampshire                               
Dynamo belt and regulator kit

Bob Newby

Leics


    
Belt Drive Clutch Kit

PP seating

Birmingham


Seat

Martin Russell

Birmingham


Frame jig/Gearbox rebuild.various

Black cat wheels

Wolverhampton   

wheels/rims/spokes etc.

A.C. F. Howells 

Walsall


             Chrome/polishing

Sutton Soda Blast

Sutton Coldfield


Shot blast/polishing etc

Tyre Link

Tamworth


Tyres /tubes etc.

Draganfly

Suffolk



Rubbers/Levers/cables, general BSA

Fecked


Dorset



Rubbers/Levers/cables, general BSA

Classic Bike shop

Redditch


Rubbers/Levers/cables, general BSA

Tony Hobbs

Tamworth


Paintwork

For Sale

Suzuki GS100G: - Tail light, Decals and front wheel for any fair price. - Contact Bob Salmon 
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As provided by Bob Salmon
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